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SUBJECT SPECIALIST NETWORK: EUROPEAN PAINTINGS PRE-1900 
 
RESEARCH BURSARIES  
Supported by The Pilgrim Trust 
 
Applications are invited for bursaries to fund research focusing on pre- 1900 European 
paintings.  
 
European Paintings Pre-1900 is a Subject Specialist Network for UK museum professionals, 
led by the National Gallery. This network provides the opportunity to share knowledge, 
expertise and new ideas about these paintings, including looking at ways of improving 
public engagement through display and interpretation. 
 
The bursary/ies will enable a museum or gallery professional to work for a sustained period 
on a particular piece of research into some aspect of pre-1900 European paintings (i.e. 
continental as the SSN British Art covers research in this area) in their organisation’s 
collection.  
 
The work could consist of research into one or more paintings for a particular purpose, e.g. 
an exhibition, a new label or display, a publication (print or online), a public engagement 
outcome. The research could focus on an artist, painting technique, subject matter, 
historical context or collection history. The research period is up to a year (approximately 
November 2017 to end October 2018), but the project must have a defined public outcome 
and a defined deadline even if this is set beyond the period of the research. 
 
The successful applicants might use the funds to visit the National Gallery and other 
libraries and archives in London in the course of their research. The funding could also be 
used for a short period of research abroad. The National Gallery is happy to provide advice 
and guidance as requested. 
 
Funding 
 
The fund available is up to £1,000. Applicants can either apply for the full amount OR a 
smaller amount (minimum £250).  

 
The funding can be used to cover travel and subsistence costs.  It can also be used to cover 
a freelance fee if a museum has an important research project which a permanent member 
of staff is unable to undertake. If this is the case, the museum must bid for the cost and 
manage the payment of the external person directly. 
 
Bursary holders will submit invoices (with receipts) for payment by the National Gallery. 
The applicant can propose the best means of using the budget to enable their study. It 
would be possible to combine this bursary with other sources of funding, e.g. The 
Jonathan Ruffer Curatorial Grants Programme administered by the Art Fund. 
 
 
How to apply 
 
The application should include the following: 

• a description of the project (600 words) 
• proposed places of research – e.g. The National Gallery Library and Archive 
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• estimated use of funds 
• outcomes, aims and achievements 
• proposal for timescale of research and outcomes  
• target audience for your research output 
• information about the applicant together with a curriculum vitae 
• a formal letter of support from a relevant senior member of staff 

 
At the end of the project, the candidates will be expected to produce a summary report 
(ca. 600 words) which could be circulated to the SSN network and placed on the National 
Gallery website, for example. 
 
 
Applications should be sent by email to  
Flavia Dietrich-England, National Programmes Co-ordinator, The National Gallery, London  
at the following email address: 
flavia.dietrich-england@ng-london.org.uk 
 
Deadline for applications: Monday 23 October 2017. 
 
Applications will be considered by Members of the Advisory Committee for Research into 
European Paintings. 
 
All applicants will be contacted by email to inform them of the selection.  If you have any 
questions, please contact Flavia Dietrich-England on the email address above. 
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